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Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund
• Distribution to states: K-12 funds will be distributed to states based on the share of funding they 

receive under Title I of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which is used to allocate federal 
education funding to states for students from low-income backgrounds

• Distribution to districts: Once states receive the money, they must distribute at least 90% of those 
funds to districts based on how much the district receives from Title I of ESSA

• Uses of funds: Funds can be used flexibly and can be used to address the impact of significant 
interrupted instruction; to prepare schools for physical reopening; to test, repair, and upgrade 
projects to improve air quality in school buildings; to purchase education technology; to provide 
mental health supports; as well as other activities authorized by existing law

Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) 
• Distribution of funds to institutions: The vast majority (91%) of the funds will flow to public 

and private nonprofit institutions
• Historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs), Hispanic-serving institutions (HSIs), and other 

minority-serving institutions (MSIs) will receive 5% of the remaining funds, while the rest will be 
split between aid for students attending for-profit institutions and for institutions that have the 
greatest unmet need related to COVID-19

• Uses of funds: Institutions receiving funds will have a wide range of accepted uses, but will 
be obligated to spend at least the same amount on emergency grants to students as they did with 
funds allocated by the prior two packages. Additionally, a portion of received allocations must be 
used to implement evidence-based practices to monitor and suppress COVID-19 and conduct direct 
outreach to applicants about their ability to receive a COVID-19 related financial aid adjustment

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerfiiinstitutional.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerfiiproprietary.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/faqsfora1crrsaaheerfii.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/heerfiistudent.html


•

•

•

•

•

•

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e1-H.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM44376&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2069%2C%20December%2011%2C%202020&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM44376
https://www.erstrategies.org/cms/files/4699-cost-of-covid-paper-final.pdf

